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President’s Message

s my term as President comes to an end, | would like to sincerely
thank our legal community for your engagement, support, and
contributions over the past year.

| am pleased to announce that Greg Willson will be stepping into the role of
President for the 2026/2027 year. Greg brings great commitment and insight
to the position, and | am confident the association will continue to thrive
under his leadership.

Our holiday party, hosted in mid-December was a great success and it was
wonderful to see so many legal professionals celebrate the season together.
Looking ahead, we have our annual Wellness Summit upcoming at the end
of February and the Straight from the Bench Conference scheduled for June.

We are also delighted to welcome back Paula Puddy as our director of
Continuing Professional Development. Her expertise is a valuable asset to
our members and we are looking forward to the events ahead.

Thank you all for the privilege of serving in this role. | look forward to seeing
the association continue succeed in the year ahead.

Jacqueline Fortner
MLA Board President

Your trusted Middlesex County news source on all topics legal



Practice Resource Centre News

Contributed by:
Cynthia Simpson and Shabira Tamachi
library@middlaw.on.ca

Our major print and e-resource
contracts with Thomson Reuters were
up for renewal this past December
and, after months of back and forth,
we are thrilled to announce that we
have successfully negotiated new
terms that will benefit our members
with some expanded online resources
and significant cost savings on print
materials. We have shifted some

of our looseleaf employment titles
from our print collection to allow us
to acquire EmploymentSource and

its wealth of resources as part of our
Westlaw contract.

Thomson Reuters is also now allowing
us to add our usual print standing
orders to our Library Maintenance
Agreement contract. These are titles
like annotated acts, rules of procedure,
and criminal codes that we always

get but which go up by a significant
percentage each year. Tying them to
this contract caps the annual increase
each year to a fraction of what we
would pay otherwise. These contracts
stabilize our expenses and allow us to
properly budget each year.

Check out the expanded Westlaw
products the next time you are on one
of our library computers or to
locate resources for you.

On a related note, we went on a book-
buying spree this fall so check out the
extensive list of new titles further onin
this article.

Most people have used various Al
services - like ChatGPT or CoPilot - in
their personal and professional lives
to save time finding information or to

craft communications. However, these
services can be a serious hindrance
when it comes to finding reputable
and verified legal information. We have
seen an uptick in reference requests
for items that simply do not exist.
In one instance, the request came
with full case summaries referencing
court levels and citations that were
entirely made up. In another instance,
we were sent several case names
with their citations, none of which
existed. The Superior Court of Justice
recently issued new practice directions
regarding

for
both civil and family matters.

The MLA library provides you with
free access to Westlaw Canada, Lexs+,
and vlLex, along with the services you
can access from your office as an
LSO member such as rangefindr and
HeinOnline. These platforms contain
the primary resources like legislation
and case law, and a wealth of
commentary through texts, summary
services, netletters, law journals and
encyclopedias.

We encourage our members to check
out these resources, or your
research questions for us to pull
verified information on your behalf.
Check out the E-Resource Training
section of each week's MLA Update for
upcoming dates hosted by the various
service providers to learn how to
harness their technology to serve your
clients more effectively.

Are you having trouble finding
something and don't know where to
look? Well, ask us! We are here to assist
you with your research questions. We

have access to the full

if you don't
have time to come to the library and
search those resources yourself. You
can reach us by email at

We ask our members to their
requests as it is easier to formulate a
search strategy if the individual has laid
it out succinctly in writing. Here is what
we have available:

Case Law and Legislation — we have
access to Lexis+, Westlaw Canada,

and vlLex, plus HeinOnline, CanLlIl, and
other sources freely available to our
members. Looking for an old piece of
legislation from the 1950's or need to
know how a current day section read in
19927 Maybe you need a British case or
even an Australian one. We love those
questions.

Texts and Loose-ledf Titles — \We

have online access to most of

our Thomson Reuters loose-

leaf titles through Westlaw's

Topical Texts and Annotations
collection, plus any titles already

part of the four source platforms
CriminalSource, EmploymentSource,
Estates&TrustsSource, and
FamilySource. We also have an
extensive collection of titles through
Lexis+ including the leading texts in
various areas of law. In addition, we
have e-access to the entire Irwin Law
text collection, plus the criminal titles
in Emond’s collection, through vLex.
Finally, we have a document delivery
service amongst the county & district
law association libraries, plus the LSO's
Great Library, and can access resources
not part of our local collection.

Precedents — Our expanded Lexis+
access includes Practical Guidance,
which has a wealth of precedents,
including for pleadings, motions and
factums and accompanying practice
notes and checklists. The main Legal
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Research tab in Lexis+ also had a
section for drafting materials from
Canadian Forms & Precedents and
Williston & Rolls Ontario Court Forms.
There are also precedents available
in the Source collections in Westlaw
Canada. Another pro tip is to check
the LSO's

portal
for precedents available in their CPD
seminars going back to the mid-2000's.

Quantum/Range Searches — Need to
know the notice period for a 45-year-
old middle management employee
who has been employed for 16 years?
There's a Wrongful Dismissal Notice
Searcher in Lexis+, not to mention
breach of contract, child and spousal
support, wrongful dismissal, medical
negligence, and personal injury
guantum services in either Lexis+ or
Westlaw Canada. We also have access
to for criminal sentencing
ranges, which all LSO members also
have free remote access to, as they

doto through the LSO's
So today and let us
help you!

Speaking of Al and libraries, the
Canadian Association of Law Libraries’
Al Working Group has developed
the

. This
open access guide will assist individuals
in navigating the evolving landscape of
Al-powered legal research and writing
tools.

It was designed for lawyers, judges,
law librarians, faculty, students, and
other legal professionals, to help them
become informed consumers. It is
accompanied by a checklistin a

that can be
used throughout the analysis. The tools
in this guide will assist users during the
procurement and evaluation process
and set the standards that vendors
should meet.

New Books

Bain, Paul. Art law: cases and
controversies, LexisNexis, 2022

Burns, Peter. Economic torts in
Canada, 3rd ed., LexisNexis, 2024

Chugh, Neha. Establishing
your solo or small practice: a
Canadian lawyer’s handbook,
LexisNexis, 2025

Crerar, David. Mareva and Anton
Piller preservation orders in
Canada: a practical guide, 2nd
ed., Irwin UTP, 2025

David, Grace Hession et al.
Prosecuting and defending fraud
cases, 3rd ed., Emond, 2025

Emmett, Laura. Annotated
statutory accident benefits
schedule, 2026 ed.,
LexisNexis, 2025

Glaholt Bowles LLP, Bidding and
tendering: what is the law?, 7th
ed., LexisNexis, 2025

Glaholt, Duncan. Construction
dispute mediation: theory and
practice, LexisNexis, 2024

Hendriks, Jessica A., Ethics
and professional practice for
paralegals, 6th ed., Emond, 2025

Houlden, LW. 2025-2026
annotated Bankruptcy and
Insolvency Act, Thomson
Reuters, 2025

Johnston, David. Canadian
securities regulation, 6th ed.,
LexisNexis, 2025

Kozlowski, Tracy. A proactive
practitioner’s guide to section
11(b) of the Charter, 2nd ed.,
Irwin UTP, 2025

Landau, Barbara et al. Family
dispute resolution handbook,
7th ed., LexisNexis, 2025

MacDougall, Bruce. Frustration
of contract, LexisNexis, 2025

MacFarlane, Bruce A. Cannabis
law, 2nd ed., Thomson Reuters,
2021

Matas, David. Canadian refugee
protection law guide, 2nd ed.,
Emond, 2026

Mendes, Errol. Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms, 6th ed.,
LexisNexis, 2025

Middlemiss, Lisa. Maintaining
permanent residence status
and acquiring citizenship,
Emond, 2024

Monahan, Patrick J. et al. Hogg's
liability of the crown, 5th ed.,
Thomson Reuters, 2024

Moon, Richard. Freedom of
conscience and religion, 2nd ed.,
Irwin UTP, 2025

Pavlich, Dennis J. Trusts in
common-law Canada, 4th ed.,
LexisNexis, 2024

Payne, Julian. Child support
guidelines in Canada, 2024,
Irwin Law, 2024

Payne, Julien. Canadian family
law, 10th ed., Irwin UTP, 2025

Sarna, Lazar. Law of declaratory
judgments, 5th ed., LexisNexis,
2024

Schneider, Richard. 2025
annotated mental health
provisions of the Criminal Code,
part XX.1, Irwin UTP, 2025

Sernoskie, Jason. Sale of a
business, 15th ed., LexisNexis,
2024

Shroff, Victoria, Canadian animal
law, 2nd ed., LexisNexis, 2025

Steinberg, Perkins, Lenkinski,
James, Coats. Ontario family
law practice 2026 -2 vol,,
LexisNexis, 2025
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Tree, Jason D. Law of police
accountability in Canada,
LexisNexis, 2025

Tweedie, Michael. Civil frauds
and good faith, 2nd ed., Lexis
Nexis, 2025

Watson & McGowan. Ontario
civil practice 2026, Thomson
Reuters, 2025

Wilson, Darla. Annual review of
civil litigation 2025, Thomson
Reuters, 2025

Wood, Roderick J., Bankruptcy
& insolvency law, 3rd ed., Irwin
UTP, 2025

Missing Books

Bourgeois, Donald J. Charities and not-
for-profit administration and governance
handbook, 2nd ed., LexisNexis, 2009

Bowles, Brendan. Conduct of lien, trust
and adjudication proceedings 2024,
Thomson Reuters Bullen, Edward et al.
Bullen & Leake & Jacob's precedents of
pleadings, 14th ed., Volume 1, Sweet &
Maxwell, 2001

Fridman, G.H.L. Law of contract in
Canada, 5th ed., Thomson Reuters, 2006

Harris, David. Law on disability issues in
the workplace, Emond Publications, 2017

Hull, lan M. Macdonell, Sheard and Hull
on probate practice, 5th ed. Thomson
Reuters, 2016

Knight, Patricia. Small Claims Court:
procedure and practice, 5th ed., Emond
Law, 2021

LSO. Accommodating age in the
workplace, 2015

4 CPDONLINECA

Click. Watch. Credit.

CPDonline.ca proudly welcomes Sam Puchala
as a new Video Presenter and Contributor

Winner of the MLA's Rising Star Award and Regional Women's Director of the

Criminal Lawyers' Association, Sam Puchala has been quoted by CBC and featured

across national coverage of the Hockey Canada sexual assault trial, She was the go-to
legal voice inside the courtroom and now brings first-hand analysis through CPDonline.ca.

Her videos on CPDonline.ca will deliver topical, timely commentaries on closely watched
criminal cases drawing on her expertise in defending high-stakes offences against

the person, including assaults, homicides, sexual offences, and domestic violence.

She will provide practical insights into trial strategy and courtroom advocacy.

Access 700+ Videos on Demand
including free handouts

Law Society Accredited including
Professionalism & EDI

Proof of attendance sent to your
inbox immediately after completion

The Middlesex Law Association Snail

LSO. Duty to accommodate
in the workplace, 2016

LSO. Six-minute administrative
lawyer 2018

MacFarlane, Bruce A. Cannabis law,
Thomson Reuters, 2018

Marseille, Claude, ed. The law of
objections in Canada: a handbook,
LexisNexis, 2019

Oosterhoff, Albert H. Oosterhoff on
wills, 8th ed., Thomson Reuters, 2016

Osborne, Philip H. Law of torts, 5th ed.,
Irwin Law, 2015

Samfiru, Lior. Termination of
employment, Emond, 2018

Sells, Berkley D. Motions Court practice
and procedure, 2nd ed., LexisNexis, 2017

nfal wreen [a
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After 30 years acting for plaintiffs and defendants
and with advanced mediation training
let us mediate your civil dispute.

Doug Wallace Brian Smith

Personal Injury (MVA & non-MVA)
Medical malpractice
Wrongful death
Professional liability
Insurance coverage
Public liability
Estate disputes
Construction losses
Environmental liability
Product liability
Defamation
Historical sexual abuse

Check Availability and Book Online at
wallacesmith.ca/mediation-services


https://www.wallacesmith.ca/mediation-services/

m Davis Martindale

I\

AJ Miller Louise Poole Gary Phelps Ron Martindale Danielle Martens

Ontario’s Leader in Advisory Services

Business Valuations Insurance Claims Loss Litigation Personal Injury

London - 785 Wonderland Road South, Suite 220, ON N6K 1M6 | t: 519.673.3141 0 L
Toronto - 20 Bay Street, Suite 1100, ON M5J 2N8 | t: 416.840.8050 INOEPENDENT NEMBER FIRN
davismartindale.com

Welcome David

After seven years with Vallillee Family Lawyers
first as our law clerk, then as a law student and
articling student, we are extremely pleased and
excited to welcome David Vallillee as a full-
fledged member of our legal team as of Fall 2025!

Dave will be continuing his work in family and child
protection law, and will also be taking on some
specialized civil litigation matters touching on private
aviation and animal law in London, St. Thomas and
Toronto.

David can be reached at:
david.v@valaw.ca and 519-488-5263

AVVALLILLEE

FAMILY LAWYERS
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Civil Rules Review Update:
Final Policy Report

Contributed by:

Aviva Trial Lawyers

Nicole Rogers / Senior Counsel - Associate Practice Counsel,

n December15, 2025, the Civil
Rules Review Working Group
released its Final Policy Report
recommending sweeping changes
to the way in which civil actions are
commenced and move through the
civil justice system.

The Final Policy Report follows earlier
Phase 1and 2 Reports, the latter of
which generated a significant response
across the legal community, including
from the Middlesex Law Association.
For those interested in a deep dive, the
Working Group has made available on
its website all 187 Phase 2 Consultation
Submissions from lawyers, law
associations, and other stakeholders at

The Final Policy Report focuses

on reduction of delays, reduction
of costs and increasing access to
justice. Highlights of the proposed
changes include:

Mandatory pre-litigation protocols to
promote early resolution

Setting early and firm hearing dates,
with a goal of “two years” from close
of pleadings in most cases

Comments

8%2uestions

A move to the "up-front-evidence”
model, which will require early
productions and early trial readiness

Mandatory screening of all motions
through a case conference process

Prescribed sanctions for missed
deadlines

Three presumptive procedural
tracks: (a) Application Track (largely
unchanged), (b) Summary Track (for
matters claiming up to $500,000)
and (c) Trial Track (for matters
claiming more than $500,000)

Narrowly limited oral
examination for discovery in
Trial Track matters, only

The removal of pre-trial conferences

The addition of mandatory case
conferences and mandatory
mediation across the province
for all matters

The Final Policy Report is now in the
Approval and Implementation phase,
currently awaiting approval of the
Chief Justice and Attorney General.
The Working Group has advised that it
anticipates approvals early in 2026.

With respect to implementation, the
Working Group has recommended
eschewing a pilot-project approach
and encouraged instead a province-
wide staged implementation
approach. The Working Group has
also made a number of incidental
recommendations, including the
establishment of a dedicated training
team, a "blitz team” of senior lawyers
to provide pro bono mediation
services for existing matters awaiting
pretrial to clear the backlog, and a
province-wide specialized list system
akin to those used currently in
England, Wales and Australia.

The timing of approval, statutory
amendment and transition remains to
be seen.

A complete copy of the 281-page
Final Policy Report can be accessed at

If you have any issues or concerns regarding the Middlesex court
facilities, operations, judiciary, etc, let them be known! Send all
concerns to the current MLA Bench & Bar representatives:

Rasha El-Tawil Leslie Jack John Nicholson
519-660-7712 519-633-2638 519-914-3358
rasha.el-tawil@siskinds.com llack@shillingtonmccall.ca [nicholson@cohenhighley.com

Your trusted Middlesex County news source on all topics legal
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Contributed by:
Dan Mailer

“ ross examination is the greatest legal
engine ever invented for the discerning
of truth” = John Henry Wigmore

| wrote an article for the Snail newsletter a few
months ago referencing how surprisingly common
it was for trial lawyers to quote Bob Dylan song
lyrics in their legal submissions. The most common
quote of all was the song lyric "You don't need a
weatherman to know which way the wind blows".
This quote referred to cases where the facts

were so abundantly clear that you didn't need

to question them, one could simply let the truth
speak for itself. Unfortunately, the facts in most
litigation cases are not so clear and it falls upon
legal counsel to expose the truth. The best tool in
any litigator's arsenal for such a purpose is the use
of cross examination.

Cross examination has a long history going back
centuries. Plato wrote about the trial of Socrates
in 399 BC when Socrates was on trial for his

life. He faced charges of corrupting the youth of
Athens and dishonouring the gods. Socrates had
made some very powerful enemies as a result of
statements made in the public square of the city
state of Athens questioning authority. As a result,
he was facing trumped up charges. In front of a
jury of 500 fellow Athenians. Socrates launched
his defense against his accusers in what has been
famously called the “Apologia”. As part of that,

he was allowed to cross examine his accusers,
including an Athenian known as Miletus. The cross
examination by Socrates was recorded by Plato and
is considered a masterpiece of the art.

Over the previous 60 or 70 years, Middlesex
County has produced some of the finest
litigators, all of whom had mastered the art

of cross examination. The list is too long to
include everyone but it includes the likes of the
Honourable Justices Michael Epstein, Fletcher
Dawson, Thomas Granger, and trial gladiators

like Claude Pensa, Douglas Proudfoot, Brian
Foster, Murray Nielsen, William Poole, Gordon
Cudmore and many others. It once took Michael
Epstein as he then was, about 5 minutes to have a
witness admit that the white car referred to in his
statement to police was actually a black car. There

is also a mythological tale that Thomas Granger
once sliced and diced an expert witness so badly
that you could almost see blood draining from
the witnesse's ears at the conclusion of Granger's
cross examination.

For young lawyers, intent on becoming good
litigators, it's critical that they master the art of cross
examination. A good place to start would involve
reading the classic textbook by Francis L. Wellman,
"The Art of Cross Examination” first written in 1903.
"Examination of Witnesses in Criminal Cases" by
Earl Levy, QC, is another valuable resource and |
am sure that there are many others.

The Middlesex Criminal Lawyers Association also
plans on an "Art of Cross Examination” presentation
in 2026 as part of its ongoing CPD series. Jack
Hardy and | will discuss the "Ten Commandments
of a good cross examination” as formulated by
Cornell University Professor of trial techniques,
Irving Younger. It's important after law school to
never stop learning. It's a lifelong challenge.

And if you're wondering how Socrates fared at

his trial following his masterful display of cross
examination, well, things didn't turn out so well.
He was convicted and forced to carry out his

own execution by drinking a glass of hemlock. His
conviction probably says more about the moral
state of Athens at the time than it does about trial
technique. Still, the young litigator should not be
discouraged. An effective cross examination will
more often than not bring you and your clients,
many rewards and successes in the courtroom. And
to quote F. Lee Bailey, “nothing in law compares to
the excitement of a live trial, where preparation,
instinct, and persuasion all converge, in real time.

“Cross examination is
the greatest legal engine
ever invented for the
discerning of truth.”

- John Henry Wigmore

Your trusted Middlesex County news source on all topics legal




Case closed
oh boring

brancling,.

At Hidden Z Creative, we help
law firms look as sharp and
credible as the work they do.

From refined identities to
cohesive digital and print
experiences, we craft brands
that communicate confidence,
clarity and professionalism.

Because when your first
impression carries as much
weight as your reputation,
there’s no room for ordinary.
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A MORE EFFICIENT
PATH TO RESOLUTION
Focused on resolution, not on conflict

;‘\ -
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Kate Bennett and Bayly Guslits of Harrison Pensa LLP
are now offering family mediation services.

Their backgrounds include expertise in:

» Property issues, including corporate and trust issues and equitable claims

» Allaspects of support, including high-income matters, complex income and
support scenarios, and tailored solutions to complicated situations

e Parenting matters, including expertise with high-conflict post-separation
relationships

Kate and Bayly aim to help your clients build respectful, workable arrangements
cooperatively and efficiently. They understand the difficult dynamics of a separating

family, and approach mediation with pragmatism, empathy, and a wealth of experience
in family law.

Kate Bennett, Partner Bayly Guslits, Partner
kbennett@harrisonpensa.com bguslits@harrisonpensa.com
519-661-6707 519-661-6712

Harrison Pensa

LAWYERS
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LAW ASSOCIATION Established 1879

2026 MLA Board of Trustees
Nominations Open

There are 4 trustee positions open for
election at the Annual General Meeting The deadline for submission is

to be held on Thursday, February 26, 2026. Friday, February 13, 2026 at 4pm.
Please encourage anyone you believe

would be an asset to the Middlesex Law MLA Trustee Nomination Form 9
Association Board of Trustees to accept

a nomination.

méﬁﬁg

TLE INSURANCE

The only
Canadian-owne‘dq

title insurance
*wder |

 Find out more
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Sharma v. Bublyk, 2025 ONSC 6245

Rule 76 Math Gone Wrong: When $200K Becomes $400K

Contributed by:

Carolyn McKeen / Litigation Lawyer, Aviva Trial Lawyers

n November 10, 2018,

members of the Sharma family

were injured in a motor vehicle
accident. Mr. and Mrs. Sharma sued
both the driver and the vehicle owner,
who in this case were two different
individuals. Liability was admitted.

In its recent decision, the court
considered how the monetary limits
under Rule 76 (Simplified Procedure)
apply where there are multiple
plaintiffs and multiple defendants;
notably, a vehicle owner sued on the
basis of vicarious liability.

The plaintiffs argued that the $200,000
limit applies per plaintiff and per
defendant, such that each plaintiff
could pursue up to $200,000 against
each defendant. The defendants
contended that vicarious liability should
not expand the damages available
beyond what could be recovered from
the negligent driver alone.

Justice Henschel confirmed that

Rule 76 caps are multiplicative rather
than global. Reading the text of Rule
76.02(2) and (21) alongside Guzha v.
Eclipse Colour & Imaging Corp. and
other cases, the court held that Rule 76
applies so long as no individual claim
against any single defendant exceeds
$200,000, even if the combined
exposure is significantly higher. This
permits recovery up to the $200,000
monetary limit against each liable
defendant. Each plaintiff was therefore
entitled to pursue up to $400,000.

The court acknowledged that this
interpretation may produce uneven

results, particularly where a negligent
driver is also the vehicle owner but
concluded that this outcome flows from
the plain language of Rule 76. It is difficult
to disagree with this when you consider
that language, noting that subrule 1allows
a plaintiff to claim $200,000 or less
exclusive of interest and costs:

76.02 (2) If there are two or

more plaintiffs, the procedure
set out in this Rule shall be

used if each plaintiff's claim,
considered separately, meets the
requirements of subrule (1).

(2.1) If there are two or more
defendants, the procedure set
out in this Rule shall be used
if the plaintiff's claim against
each defendant, considered
separately, meets the
requirements of subrule (1).

Beyond its immediate impact on
exposure and litigation strategy, the
decision highlights a structural tension
within the Simplified Procedure
regime and raises the broader
guestion of whether Rule 76 is now
doing too much heavy lifting when its
text presumes simpler, lower value
disputes. We now have a “simplified”
process potentially governing mid-
range quantum litigation.

If appellate courts uphold this
interpretation, it may prompt
consideration of whether the Rules
or even the enabling legislation
should be clarified or redrafted to
address how monetary caps should

operate in multi-plaintiff or multi-
defendant cases. It is difficult to justify
a system where a plaintiff pursuing
compensation in the Simplified
Procedure regime can recover
separate damages from both the
vehicle's owner and operator, while a
plaintiff pursuing a higher-value claim
in the ordinary procedure is restricted
to a single combined recovery.

This decision raises important
proportionality questions, carries
significant implications for both plaintiffs
and defendants, and may reshape
litigation strategy under Rule 76.

Carolyn is a litigation lawyer with Aviva Trial
Lawyers. She completed an LLM in Health
Law in 2022 and brings a special interest

in this field to her practice. Outside of the
office, Carolyn enjoys running and travel,
and finding ways to combine the two.
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We are hiring

Insurance and Professional
Liability Defence Lawyer

Are you an experienced lawyer ready to take the next step in
your career? We're seeking a motivated, independent
Insurance and Professional Liability Defence Lawyer to join
our established and respected practice group at our head
office in London, Ontario.

This newly created role is an opportunity to work on
complex, high-quality files in a supportive environment that
values autonomy, initiative, and collaboration.

We are looking for a
lawyer who...

» isamemberin good standing with the Law Society
of Ontario;

e has 5+ years of litigation experience (insurance defence
experience preferred);

e has strong knowledge of the law;

e has the ability to manage files independently with
minimal supervision;

e has exceptional analytical, drafting, and file management skills;
e has excellent problem-solving abilities and attention to detail;

e is organized, proactive, and able to prioritize in a
fast-paced environment;

e has a team-oriented mindset with the confidence to
work independently.

Expected Salary: $145,000.00 to $160,000.00. Compensation

will be based on experience and qualifications.

SISKINDS

The law firm

We offer a technologically
advanced environment with
specialized applications as

well as comprehensive
in-house training. We also

offer competitive compensation
and benefits.

Siskinds is an equal opportunity
employer and will work with
and accommodate persons
with disabilities throughout the
entire recruitment, selection,
and on-boarding process.

To learn more about us, please
visit our website at
www.siskinds.com.

Scan for more
information

and to apply.



https://jobs.dayforcehcm.com/en-US/siskinds/CANDIDATEPORTAL/jobs/558

Your Trusted Partner 4
for Title Insurance #

Our industry-leading coverage helps you close residential
and commercial transactions with peace of mind.

We also offer:

» Digital identity verification by Treefort IDV
» Closing protection endorsement with StewartPROTECT™
» CPD eligible education programs

Get in touch to learn more. II’ Stewart

888.667.5151 | stewart.ca TITLE

A4 HELIX secure and Timely Deliveries
Cou rler for law offices

High-Value On-demand

A - - LAW OFFICE Banking Service Document Delivery

- Single or multiple-stop Urgent local deliveries

bank deposits and and inter-city overnight
cheque certification service
Courthouse Deliveries Bulk Notice
& Pickups Distribution
Prompt and accurate Bulk, time-sensitive
document service to and notices on behalf of your
from the London clients to their customers,
courthouse. employees, or suppliers

Proudly Serving

the London Legal Community Custom Courier Solutions

since 1968 We specialize in flexible, tailored solutions

Less time on logistics. -
More time for your clients. HELIX it!

°
helixcourier.com 519.453.0501 GCIOSCANADA
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Highlights from the

Middlesex Law Association’s
2025 Real Estate CPD

Contributed by:
Anita Osmani

he Middlesex Law Association'’s
2025 Real Estate Conference
welcomed members of the local
bar, real estate professionals and industry
partners to the London Club on October
29, 2025 for a morning of practical
and engaging continuing professional
development. The conference remains
a highlight of the MLA calendar, offering
programming that speaks not only to real
estate practitioners, but to lawyers across
practice areas who regularly encounter
property issues in their work.

The event opened with welcoming
remarks from Anita Osmani, Trustee
of the MLA Real Estate Committee,
who acknowledged the traditional
territories on which the conference
was held, and reflected on how

often real estate considerations arise
across different legal disciplines, from
family and estates to litigation and
commercial matters alike.

The first presentation was delivered

by Mario Giovane of Stewart Title,

who shared practical insights into real
estate claims and common pitfalls
encountered in practice. His session
focused on different policies and surveys
and offered helpful reminders about
the importance of careful due diligence
and risk management—insights that
resonated with practitioners at all stages
in their careers.

Michael Lamb of Cohen Highley LLP
followed with a presentation entitled

Tales from the Courts: Ontario Case
Commentary. Through a selection

of timely and sometimes cautionary
cases, Michael highlighted how the
courts are approaching issues such as
contractual interpretation, disclosure
and professional responsibility, often
serving as timely reminders of how
quickly small issues can grow into
larger problems.

After a brief networking break,
attendees heard from Ryan Parker,
Partner at Valco Real Estate, who
provided an overview of land value
trends across Southwestern Ontario.
Ryan's presentation offered valuable
market context and illustrated how
shifting land values continue to
influence development decisions,
negotiations and client expectations.

The conference concluded with Laura
Gurr, Co-Managing Partner at Cohen
Highley LLP, who spoke on Shared
Facility Agreements. Drawing on her
practical experience, Laura addressed
the practical and drafting challenges
associated with these agreements,
offering guidance that resonated

with real estate practitioners and
those encountering such issues more
occasionally.

The 2025 Real Estate Conference
once again showcased the value of
collaboration, education and shared
experience with the Middlesex legal
community and underscored the

important issues and topics that come
up within the real estate practice in an
ever-shifting landscape.

The MLA extends its sincere thanks
to our event's sponsors, FCT, Stewart
Title, Lawyer Conveyance Systems,
and Closer, whose continued support
makes programs like this possible
and strengthens the practice of real
estate law across Ontario. A special
thank you is also owed to conference
coordinator Paula Puddy for her work
behind the scenes in ensuring the day
ran smoothly.

The program was accredited by the
Law Society of Ontario and contained
45 minutes of Professionalism
content and 1 hour and 45 minutes of
Substantive content.

The Middlesex Law Association Snail
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Upcoming Events

Support the MLA and complete your annual CPD requirements early by attending
some of our upcoming events. Stay tuned for continuing updates to this section.

Middlesex Law
Association AGM

Thursday, February 26, 2026
4:00pm to 5:00pm

London Court House library / MLA
Practice Resource Centre

Wellness Summit 2.0

Friday, February 27, 2026
1:00pm to 4:00pm
The London Club

Straight from the
Bench Conference

Thursday, June 25, 2026
RBC Place London

Case Center webinars will take
place on the following dates:

Upcoming Virtual
Webinar Dates

Wednesday, February 25th, :00pm ET
Thursday, March 26th, :00pm ET

Lexis+ Canada

Lexis+ Canada is a comprehensive
integrated legal research and workflow
tool providing a range of features
designed to enhance legal research
and practice. It incorporates all the
traditional Lexis Advance Quicklaw
content, plus Lexis Practical Guidance,
Legislative Pulse, and Brief Analysis.
Training sessions are customized for
courthouse library staff and lawyers and
Accredited for Professionalism Hours.

Lexis+ General training (1 hour):
Thursday, February 12th, 11:00am:

Lexis+ General training (1 hour):
Thursday, March 19th, 1:00pm:

Westlaw Canada

All libraries in the LIRN system have the
following modules of Westlaw Canada:

CriminalSource — access to key texts
like McWilliams, Watts, Macks, Martins,
Tremeears and many more authorities,
in addition to C.C.C.s case law collection
and Criminal Codes.

Wednesday, January 28th, :00pm

Estates&TrustsSource — an efficient
way to quickly create customized wills,
find all related case law and legislation,
precedents and forms to deliver the
best results for your clients.

Tuesday, February 24th, :00pm

FamilySource — includes Family

Law Rules, separation & divorce
agreements, child custody law, spousal
and child support, and matrimonial
property law.

Stay tuned for 2026 training dates.
These Westlaw sessions qualify for 30

minutes of professionalism accreditation
with the Law Society of Ontario.

OF ONTARIO

accredited

LAW SOCIETY "‘
Y
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=] eStatePlanner

Streamline and protect your wills and
estates practice in 2026

Voted Canada's #1 wills and estates software, eState Planner
is used by 450+ firms to modernize and grow their practice.
Plus, access free resources available for estate lawyers.

Y =

Accurate client data Bring efficiency to
and risk mitigation your practice

Capture client information with  Create wills, power of attorney,
built-in questionnaires and get  and other legal documents
notified of potential issues with  effortlessly with a few clicks.

legal alerts.

Q_@ E=IN

Peer-reviewed Deliver superior
precedents client experience
Regularly reviewed and Help your clients understand
updated by lawyers, our the distribution of their assets
precedents are customizable with a visual representation of
to match your firm’s clauses. their estate plan.

Start a free 14-day trial or learn more at e-stateplanner.com


https://www.e-stateplanner.com
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United Way Lawyers ;\
Elgin Middlesex Leadership Challenge

Legal Leaders Making
Real Community Impact

We celebrate the ongoing commitment of six

incredible legal firms. Their 2025 investment

of $96,000 brings the 11-year total of the

Lawyers' Leadership Challenge to over

$1,196,000 to support local programs

focused on Essential Needs, Housing

Stability, Mental Health Supports, Inclusion A o
& Belonging, and Gender-Based Violence ! for impact at the 2025 Lawyers' Leadership
through United Way Elgin Middlesex. 54 SRy ehgelfickoff EvantiEag025)

Lawyers' Leadership Challenge Recognition

WINNER: WINNERS:
Total Dollars Raised Award & M.V.P. Award Increased Number of Leaders Award
SISKINDS | The taw firm c|h Harrison
- cnsa
CohenHighley. L AWYERS
WINNER:
Total Dollars Raised Per Capita Award Significant Contributing Partners

LERNERS > thoison

This year's incredible impact wouldn't be possible without the passion
and generosity of every Firm Champion and generous donor. Your collective

action is building a stronger, more equitable community.



https://unitedwayem.ca/

Board of Trustees

President

Jacqueline Fortner
Partner, Dyer Brown LLP
519-673-1100

Vice President
Gregory R. Willson
Partner, Lerners LLP
519-672-4131 x 6340

Treasurer

Leslie Jack

Associate Lawyer,
Shillington McCall LLP
519-633-2638

Past President

Nicola Circelli

Principal, Nicola Circelli Law
519-601-9977

Anita Osmani
Associate, Harrison Pensa LLP
519-661-6768

John Brennan
Lawyer / Founder, JBrennan Law
226-236-6306

Jesica Cacciavillani

Criminal Defence Lawyer / Founder,
JC Criminal Law

647-870-5322

Core

Purposes:

The Middlesex Law Association Snail

Carolynn Conron
President, Conron Law
Professional Corporation
519-673-1881

Kimberly Cura
Partner, Lerners LLP
519-640-6392

Waheedah El-Bagdady
Paralegal and Litigation Clerk,
Harrison Pensa LLP
226-273-0906

Rasha El-Tawil
Partner, Siskinds LLP
519-660-7712

Tahwila Husaini
Lawyer, Shillington McCall LLP
519-645-7330 Ext.23]

John A. Nicholson
Partner, Cohen Highley LLP
519-672-9330

Shane Roberts

Associate, Beckett Personal
Injury Lawyers
519-673-6244 Ext.48

Nicole Rogers

Senior Counsel — Associate
Practice Counsel, Aviva
519-639-2741

Mark Simpson

Associate, Russell Alexander
Collaborative Family Lawyers
905-234-3296

James Zegers

Criminal Lawyer, Zegers Law
Professional Corporation
519-673-0440

Western University
Representative

Claire Houston

Assistant Professor, Western Law

Cynthia Simpson
Librarian
519-679-7046

Shabira Tamachi
Library Technician
519-679-7046

. Providing Information Resources

. Providing Professional Development

Providing Professional Networking

Advocating for Lawyers' Interests

Providing a Physical Space for Lawyers

January 2026
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Newsletter Advertising Rate Card
Rates effective April 1, 2024

1/3 Page
2.25" x 10"
$95 per issue

2/3 Page
7125" x 6.625"
$155 per issue

1/3 Page
7125" x 3.25"
$95 per issue

2/3 Page
4.6875" x 10"
$155 per issue

1/3 Page

4.6875" x 4.875"

$95 per issue

Full Page - Margins

7125" x 10"

$210 per issue

1/2 Page
7125" x 4.875"
$125 perissue

Full Page - Bleed
8.5" x 11" with 0.125" bleed
$210 per issue

Ads may be submitted in *.eps, *pdf, or *psd formats. JPEG images will be accepted but please note this is

a lossy format and results may not be as expected. Ads that are not sized to the measurements listed will be
scaled to fit the adspace which may result in unwanted results. Please proof all files prior to submission.

The MLA Newsletter is published 4 times per year. Distribution includes MLA Members (900+ current and retired),
Law Association Presidents in SW Ontario, Chair of FOLA, Great Library Osgoode Hall, LiRN, Judges, Crown
Attorneys, and the Court Offices.

All sizes available upon request. Rates are based on camera ready or digital artwork (eps, .pdf or high
resolution jpg). If ad layout is required, a design rate of $75/hour may apply. Quoted rates do not include HST.
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